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Twenty years ago Carol Moeller saw firsthand the 
struggles faced by a friend whose child had cancer 
and she was moved to act.

“I was reading ‘Purpose Driven Life’ at that time and de-
cided maybe this was my purpose to help these families 
because I saw the struggle that she had while her child 
was going through cancer,” Carol explains. “I took it on my-
self to make it my mission to try to help these families and 
I’ve been doing it ever since.”

Carol and her husband Jack had moved to South Caro-
lina from Indiana for his job. She was working full-time for a 
company when she began raising money through various 
fundraisers, poker runs, auctions and the like to support her 

new nonprofit Carol’s Hope for Childhood Cancer. When 
Carol retired in 2014, she opened the first thrift store in Boil-
ing Springs that allowed her to continue to help families 
and stay in one spot. A second thrift store opened May 12 
on the eastside of Spartanburg.

The Thrift Stores accept all donations, except mattress-
es and old TVs; they have even received a sailboat! All 
proceeds from the thrift stores go to help families with 
expenses including gas, food and lodging as they travel 
near and far for cancer treatments. Carol points out of-
ten the cancer battle can last years, and they have been 
able to assist upwards of 150 families. This past year, they 
were even able to provide three $1,000 scholarships to help 
young cancer survivors attend college.

By Debbie Atkins

Thrift Stores Give Hope to 
Families Battling Cancer

Community Spotlight

Seeing the families re-
ceive the help they need 
and knowing their child 
doesn’t have to feel their ill-
ness is a burden is reward 
enough for Carol. “Every 
case is different and there 
are ups and downs. Every 
day’s a struggle… it’s very 

much needed and all funds stay in Spartanburg Coun-
ty and three years ago we added Cherokee County,” she 
says.

Jack and their Havanese dog named Fred, the store’s 
mascot, have remained by Carol’s side as the mission 
has taken shape and expanded. Their grown children are 
stepping up to ensure the mission their mom started car-
ries forward. Their son J.C. Moeller, who lives in Raleigh, N.C., 
travels to Spartanburg every week to help. Daughter Pau-
lette Calloway lives in Spartanburg and also assists in the 
work of Carol’s Hope. Cyndi Williams manages the Boiling 
Springs store. They are all appreciative of the community’s 
support.

Everyone has the opportunity to participate in the good 
work of Carol’s Hope Thrift Stores by donating, shopping, 
volunteering, and spreading their hope to others. The 
stores are open from 12-6pm Tuesday-Saturday at 3225 
Boiling Springs Rd. (Hwy. 9) in Boiling Springs and 2600 East 
Main St. in Spartanburg.   

Carol Moeller (and Fred) 
with a few of the children 
her organization has been 
able to help.

1650 Skylyn Drive, Ste 410
Spartanburg, SC 29307

864-585-4263
www.carolinahandcenter.com

Spartanburg’s dedicated
comprehensive hand treatment center

Treating all disorders of the hand including:

• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
• Dupuytren’s Contracture / Xiaflex Injection

• Trauma
• Arthritis

• Trigger Finger
• Tendonitis

James A. Essman, MD Daniel A. Falcon, MD

On-site Certified Hand Therapist
Our physicians are Board certified & Fellowship trained.

297 Spartanburg Hwy • Lyman

864-485-2001@bigbensdesserts

BIGBENSDESSERTS.COM

Kellie Culbreth
Massage Therapist

Studio 18 on Mill
18 Mill Street

Inman, SC

with massage therapy

CARLTON MOTORCARS
www.CarltonMB.com | 864.213.8000
2446 Laurens Road |Greenville, SC 29607

Style, Mercedes-Benz style.
It’s the second generation of a seductive original. Its four-door 

coupe style whispers seductively in your ear. Its industry-

advancing voice assistant lets you talk back. And from 

performance to driver assists, it responds even more eloquently. 

 
The 2020 CLA 250 Coupe

Superior
Auto Body, Inc.

Redefining Service
of Excellence in
Collision Repair

159 Giles Drive • Boiling Springs

864-578-3066




